[A clinicopathological and immunohistochemical study of 49 cases of necrotizing lymphadenitis].
A clinicopathological and immunohistiochemical study of 49 cases of necrotizing lymphadenitis was made. Twenty-four patients were male and twenty-five female with the M:F ratio of 0.96:1. The patients ranged in age from 9 to 62 years with a mean of 26. Forty-nine patients had superficial lymphadenopathy, and twenty-two were accompanied by fever. The results also showed that there was multifoci necrosis present in the involved lymph nodes, particularly in the cortex or/and paracortex, with variable numbers of small lymphocytes, immunoblasts, histocytes and phagocytes, the latter with phagocytized nuclear debris derived from necrotizing T lymphocytes. However, granulocytes and plasmacytes were generally absent, and B lymphocytes rare. The pathogenesis of this disease remains unknown and the pathogen has not been found by Gram, Giemsa, PAS, Ziehl-Neelsen and Warthin-Starry stain. The diagnosis, differential diagnosis and etiology of this disease are discussed. We support the suggestion that this entity be called "Kikuchi-Fujimoto's disease" rather than "Histiocytic necrotizing lymphadenitis".